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upon the embryo science. Coleridge gives in the
Biographia Literaria a quaint statement of his own
method. On every great occurrence, he says, he
tried to discover in past history the event that
most nearly resembled it. He examined the
original authorities. " Then fairly subtracting the
points of difference from the points of likeness," as
the balance favoured the former or the latter, he
conjectured that the result would be the same, or
different. So, for example, he was able to prophesy
the end of the Spanish rising against Napoleon from
the event of the war between Philip II. and the Dutch
provinces. That is, he cried, " Heads! " and on
this occasion the coin did not come down tails. But
I need hardly point out how impossible is the
process of political arithmetic. What is meant by
adding or subtracting in this connection ? Such a
rule of three would certainly puzzle me, and, I
fancy, most other observers. We may say that the
insurrection of a patriotic people, when they are
helped from without, and their oppressors have to
operate from a distant base and to fight all Europe
at the same time, will often succeed; and we may
often be right; but we should not give ourselves the
airs of prophets on that account. There are many
superficial analogies of the same character. My
predecessor, Professor Dicey, pointed out some of